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In honor of the Canadian Communication Association's meetings in Quebec City 
(June 6-8,1989) the Journal is dedicating this issue to the topic of "Journalism in 
Quebec." Under Marc Raboy's (Laval University) guest editorship it offers readers 
an insight into French language research traditions usually published in 
Communication, Zr$ormation. Our issue thus serves to document the CJC's 
committment to review Quebec scholarship and bring it to the attention of the 
larger English language community. 
The essays on journalism in Quebec raise a host of issues about a profession 
and an industry which is increasingly coming under critical attack for its intrusive 
political and social roles. Recently there were public outcries against the coverage 
of the Alliance Quebec headquarters arson in Montreal, the Turner campaign and 
the general media handling of the 1988 election. The stridency of these attacks 
reflect deep public concern about the implications of media concentration and 
commercialization of content. They also implicitly raise questions about the ade- 
quacy of "liberal" political theory which assigns the press an integral but "arms 
length role in the political process. The Hutchison Commission as early as 1947 
suggested that the economic realities of chain ownership were undermining this 
doctrine and granting a non-elected social group disproportionate power in the 
electoral process. 
Scrutinizing the role of media industries in the democratic process also raises 
two additional questions: the relationship of media practitioners to the companies 
which employ them and the changing role of journalism education in the modem 
Canadian context. The former raises questions about the shifting balance of 
editorial and advertising personnel over both information and entertainment 
iii 
Editor's Column 
content. The latter inquires into media workers' professional autonomy in their 
present work circumstances. 
The increased power struggles between politicians and journalists over the 
description of public events also queries the adequacy of professional preparation. 
In the United States this has led to a proliferation of both industry sponsored and 
university based professional development programs. Among the former are the 
American Press Institute, Knight and Gannett sponsored programs which provide 
training in ethics, management, writing and graphics. Canada's Peladeau and 
Thompson chains have not yet followed these leads and perhaps, as some of our 
contributors argue, industry sponsored training would merely support the tenden- 
cy to turn previously autonomous professionals into corporate employees. Another 
option therefore, which is supported by journalist associations like the FPJQ and 
the Centre for Investigative Journalism, is to offer development courses themsel- 
ves. 
Both article and Comment contributors however agree that university based 
journalism education must be deeply involved in developing a new 21st. century 
vision of "responsible" journalism. Such an educational vision must be sensitive 
to both practical and philosophical issues. In the realm of politics it will have to 
provide an integrated theory of press and state relations. In the professional realm 
it will have to scrutinize issues of professional autonomy, and on the practical level 
it will have to develop a well reasoned "reporting" philosophy which carefully dif- 
ferentiates between public relations and other types of journalism. This philosophy 
will have to discuss the nature of facts, the formal relationship between factual and 
evaluative statements, proper procedures for choosing among facts when con- 
structing a story and the inherent vagueness of language. In short, journalism and 
communications educators' vision for the 21st. century will have to provide a new 
theoretical basis for "socially responsible" reporting which satisfies both profes- 
sional and public needs. 
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